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Sir:
The flrst call was from 3ec'y Runsfeld's speechwrLt,er, Heddle Henderson.

,lust received a call from Mr. ,lohn Currin, WH speechwriter. He read a statement thatpretty much saÍd that cPL Tii.lman Joined.the Arrny in the afternath of 9.tt and asked if fcould conf,lr¡n that was his reasons-for signíng uþ. f.reptied rhar r trave nÀver;ñ[";- -
girectly to.either Ranger and I couid not-coniirir tt¡ai slatenent, Kevtn is faxins, to Mr.
9uffin¡ several news articles I have wlth me that indLcate that CpL fillmãn ãfã-;åi bevealhis specific reasons for his decision to a clos'e f,rÍend and coach. Even hts father has notpublicly said why pät or Kevin made thel¡ decisions.

Mr. Currin said the fnformation is for the Presidentrs speech at the Correspbndent'sdinner this co¡ning saturday, Tt wilt probably be televÍsed by cspAN.
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Dmi,fu Dûf.rNG ¡rodrq4& Oltsr
DO NOE TRAìIfl{ÎB 1/[A OFI}¡EEI
oPF¡}lrsF//
¡ÉGID/êEñe,r¡4IlVcgS¡t roRcs
s[rBü/PA CqNcER]¡rNê INFOt[ù&¡rtON
8¡AtS/gtS., IN ÎlÈE .ãFsERttATr¡ Qq
YET ËEP.OTC DEåEE I1{ À,FGEAbITSTåI{ ON àFRTL O4i T[ TS Ã¡{JTEIPATEÐ
EIIå¡¡, A X5-6 E¡TYSS TGÀSÎON NÐAR,TNË ìflÏri¡ FI\I0 îHÀtr ÎE Xg
ãIGIIJT ÞOSSIE!,E bËAT C0ü,90RA! ïIAS KILI¡EÐ Bg FF.ïE¡i¡ÐIáY FIFS.

IfU Tffi IBICG{FÍE}ÍED BÜTlIH¡g POTþ¡iItrTAû FI}üDINÈ IS
susFEc[ED ËEP0RTS IHAE Fotrrg åND SECRET'ARY OF IIIFE åRÈff MIGHT
I¡üçIJUDE: ç0I448ÀTI'S åÈOIJT CORÞORgfr 'g ¡lERôIgM Al,¡:D EfS'RPPROVEÐ
,91L\¡ER SÍAR MÐÀ! !l¡' gÞff¡EeIIES
qHE gPECiF'r-Cg Ë'IJBÍ,OUI]DING FI g

tsEIrqG HREFÀRED¡ NOT EI\TOÌ'IING

RIûIrm EY FFIÐiD[,c ¡'IRE iN NO
OR THE REC0¡.¡@'¡'DED FEßSO¡iIÂ,T,

RII,T'EÐ FN Â CO¡æLICATED
THE BÀlE[{''f. OORFóHåL Tj:nT,¡ßN WÀ.S

GBO!ßERI:T INI¡OTJ\rING ÍlfIO gEPARqfE
SUANGER VtrIïCÍJE SE-TãL,$ ÍRA\ffiSING sE\rEq,E IER,RSTN' A¡ONG A
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GREAT EO}TCIRN FOR TEF;TR. hETJFLC,E
THE E¡¡4dT ¡LEirir-EqNE ;ItfÍO 

" tìÉi0¡Í
r FEIJT TE1T TT T'åS EggENIlÀÎ, ISTAT RECET\TEÐ trHIS ITVFOF¡AIIO¡1 ÀÊ

.SOON åg v[E DEEECtrED fT Ef OA¡m, fO .ervï uÀlfit{o¡{n¡É STAtrEME}rrs
By oÛR q,ouÀrmr, s IJEAÐER$ Íf¡trcE¡ 'CÀl¡gE SVBI¡LC; múBåEf.ãSFfE¡l'Ir IF
Exe qiRÈtnc$EãNcEs iÉ; DEAtrc{ BECfl4E PUSIJIC. //

trÈ.$ PEü4ÛTI.TJ F}IåT HE MIGFR ¡IÀ\¡E
Î6tr'S DE-ERê.CFS FBOM .¡ilÉ i|:ITIVESÉÐ'
DECORATION FOR VAÍ,OR iÀi TEE FÀCE

Ê'Y " MUÍ¡IIÞLE; ÐtfiDÍf FtSÍfIONg,
VEUICIJE' å¡gD IN SIiÞPORfr OF HIS

. cÀRF ËOR EES 0&¡¡i Sår¡rV E¡rEffiED
EIIE¡4¡'äSJÞ l'ÈIEaDiJY F'IRE ruÞACEED.
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The President of tlre United States of America, authorized by Act of Gongress, I July 1918 (amended by act
of 25 July 1963), has awarded the S¡LVEB SJAR to

. CORPOFAL PATRICK D. TILLMAN
UNITÊD STATES ARMY

for galtantry in action on22April 2004 ägainst en armed enemy while serving as a Rifle TeÉtn Leader
ín support of Operation Enduring Freedorn. Corporal.Tïllman put himself in the line of devastating enemy
fire as he maneuvered his Fire Team to a cov€red position f¡om u¡rhich lhey could effectively erDþloy their
weapons on known enemy positions. Whîle mortaltf tvounded, his audacious leadership and cburageous
example under fire inspired niffi fight wîth grpat risk to the¡r own personal safet¡ resultlng in the
enemy's withdrawal and fris ffii#6 sate passaþe from the ambush kill zone. Corporal Tillrnan's
personal courage, taeticai exp=ffind professional competence directly contributed to this Eilæffi
overatl success and survivat. Through his distínctive accomplÌshments, Corporat TÍllman reflecïffil
credit upon hímself, the'751h Ranger Flegiment, and the United States Army-
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V'ALOROUS Âlv.{RD TyITTTESS STATEME¡iT

ffi,WfiEiËUfrl"rs assigncd thc usk of moving to.a villagc to look tluough and scarch out any

Íinks to tenþrisr aci¡virf-õs. lVhile in routc to this objective wc split into wo se¡ials cnd tl¡c sccond scrial

came undcr anack. CPL Tillman and I movcd out to a ridge and cngagc thc Gncmy so ottr comr¿des

would bc ablc to movc safcly from rhc kíll ænc, CPL Tillman moved us into a position whcrc wc would

be sefe from enemy rounds, hc placed mc in the safcst possiblc position and took a les safc position for

himself. 1Vc sraned rc cngågc rhe encmy very succcssfully when thc encmy moved most of therc

ancndon to our position, and wê drcrv a lot of firc from thcm. CPL lillman moved from his position to

drop a smoke grenade to signal our troops of oru position and to givc me somc cxtrt covcr whcn he wæ

hit and killed. CPL Tillman savcd my lifc by drawing most of the fire from my position to his and in

return I survived and he was killed, I h¡vc no doub¡ in my mind that thc only rèason that I am alivc to

wite this statement is becausc CPL TÍllm¡n saved my lifc.

following acts pert'ormed by CPL Tillman

//original signcd//
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